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Taxing Districts in Star (Ada County)

Properties south of Highway 44 in Star have 12 taxing districts
Properties north of Highway 44 in Star have 11 taxing districts

Taxing Districts
Ada County

Emergency Medical
Ada County Highway District
School District #2 (West Ada)

Ada Library
Star Cemetery

Star Fire
Star City

Star Sewer and Water
Mosquito Abatement

College of Western Idaho
Flood Control District #10 (Only those south of Highway 44)



Taxing Districts in Star (Ada County)
It is important that you understand the budget and participate in each taxing districts 

budget hearings.  

Budget hearings establish the total dollar amount that will be levied from each 
district.



Taxing Districts in Star (Ada County)
By April 30th of each year, each taxing district must provide the 
County Assessor with the date of their Public Budget Hearing 
Date.

You can locate the dates of each taxing districts hearing on your 
annual assessment notice.  Notice are mailed and can be found 
online at:
https://adacountyassessor.org/propsys/TermsConditions.jsp

Public participation in the budget process is vital to holding 
taxing districts accountable for spending.   Please take the 
time to understand each districts budgets and participate.

https://adacountyassessor.org/propsys/TermsConditions.jsp


Budget Increases
Taxing districts can increase their budget by 3% each year that is passed to all property taxpayers in the 
district. 
Example: 
Current Year Levy Amount:    $1,000,000.00

3% Increase:    $      30,000.00 (paid by all taxpayers)
New Fiscal Year Levy:    $1,030,000.00

Taxing districts can increase their budget by an additional 5% through new construction and annexations 
for a total increase of 8% to the levy. This additional amount only impacts the new construction and not 
existing taxpayers.
Example:
Current Levy Amount:    $1,000,000.00

3% Increase:    $      30,000.00
New Construction:  $      50,000.00

New Fiscal Year Levy:    $1,080,000.00



Budget Increases

Taxing Districts such as the City of Star utilize new construction maximum (8%) for increases so 
that existing property owners are not seeing an increase to their taxes via the budget.  There are 
other factors that increase your overall taxes which we will talk about later. 

Current Levy Amount:    $1,000,000.00
(8%) w Construction:  $        80,000.00 (no impact to existing taxpayer)
New Fiscal Year Levy:    $1,080,000.00

A taxing district can also increase your taxes by more than 8% through a bond or levy that is approved by a 
public vote



Levy Rates

School District #2 and 
Star Fire Levy Rates 
include voter 
approved bonds for 
either construction or 
operations. 

As bonds fall off you 
may see a lower levy 
rate for that district.



Levy Rates with only Houses



Levy Rates (why commercial is important)
Property Tax Burden in Star currently relies heavily 
on residential versus commercial:

93% Residential versus 7% Commercial

A good ratio to lessen the burden on residential 
owners is:

70% Residential versus 30% Commercial

As you see to the left, adding a couple higher 
dollar commercial buildings lowered the 
residential property tax burden.

You are starting to see the many commercial 
projects beginning to take shape in Star that will 
help with lowering the property tax burden on 
our residents. 



Star Valuations

Residential Valuations are outpacing Commercial Valuations creating a tax shift



Star Valuations

Residential Property Taxes are based on Market Value and adjusted by the County Assessor yearly to 
match as close to 100% of the Market Value of comparable properties.

Commercial Property Taxes are based on Market Value plus other valuations such as Income, etc.

A Property Owner can appeal their assessed value through the board of county commissioners.   A 
hearing will be held with the landowner, county assessor and the county commissioners.  At the 
hearing, the commissioners will determine if an adjustment to the valuation of the property shall be 
made.   This is called the Board of Equalization.   



Star Valuations

Below are ways homeowners can lower their property taxes:

• All primary lived in homes receive a $125,000.00 homeowners' exemption
• Rentals and secondary homes doe not receive this exemption

• Idaho Property Tax Reduction Program (Circuit Breaker)

• 100% Service-Connected Disabled Veterans Property Tax Benefit Program

• Property Tax Deferral Program



Star Valuations
• Idaho Property Tax Reduction Program (Circuit Breaker)

• This program reduces property taxes for qualified applicants.  The amount of reduction is based on 
income from the previous calendar year.

• Qualifications:
• Owned and lived in a home or mobile home in Idaho that was your primary residence before 

April 15, 2021.
• Had an income of $31,900 or less for 2020
• Met one or more of the following status requirements as of January 1, 2021:

• Age 65 and older
• Widow(er)
• Blind
• Fatherless or motherless child under 18 years of age
• Former prisoner of war/hostage
• Veteran with a 10% or more service-connected disability or receiving a pension from the 

VA for a non-service-connected disability
• Disabled as recognized by the Social Security Administration, Railroad Retirement Board, 

or Federal Civil Service.   If you’re not covered by the listed agencies, then disabled as 
recognized by a public employee retirement system.

You must apply yearly by contacting the Ada County Assessors office at 208-287-7200.  Must be filed between 
January 1st – May 15th of each year. 



Star Valuations

100% Service-Connected Disabled Veterans Property Tax Benefit Program
• Reduces taxes for qualified disabled veterans.  There is no income limit and once granted, a surviving 

spouse can use the benefit.  However, it is not transferable to a new property after the death of a 
qualifying veteran.

• Qualifications
• Were recognized as 100% service-connected disabled by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs as 

of January 1, 2021 (This date will change yearly)
• Owned and lived in a home in Idaho as your primary residence before April 15, 2021
• The property must have a current homeowner’s exemption
• The home can be a mobile home

Contact the Ada County Assessors office at 208-287-7200 to file.   File the application between January 1-
May 15th.



Star Valuations

Property Tax Deferral Program
• Offers individuals a way to defer property taxes on their home and up to one acre of land
• Qualifications:

• Owned and lived in a home or mobile home in Idaho that was your primary residence before April 
15th

• Your primary residence isn’t subject to a trust, life estate, or other interest. 
• Doesn’t have a reverse mortgage or home equity line of credit
• Must meet one or more of the following status requirements as of January 1

• Age 65 and older
• Widow(er)
• Blind
• Fatherless or motherless child under 18 years of age
• Former prisoner of war/hostage
• Veteran with a 10% or more service-connected disability or receiving a pension from the 

VA for a non-service-connected disability
• Disabled as recognized by the Social Security Administration, Railroad Retirement Board, or 

Federal Civil Service.   If you’re not covered by the listed agencies, then disabled as 
recognized by a public employee retirement system.

• And had a combined income of $45,488 or less for 2020.



Star Valuations

Property Tax Deferral Program (Continued)
• Deferred property taxes and interest become a lien on your property.  You must repay the amount of the 

deferral and interest if:
• The property, or any part of it, is sold or the title is transferred
• The qualified claimant or the last surviving claimant dies
• The property no longer qualifies for the Homeowners Exemption
• The Idaho State Tax Commission determines that the property tax deferral was granted to a person 

who isn’t qualified claimant or was granted for property that doesn’t qualify. 

Contact the Ada County Assessors office at 208-287-7200 to file
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